Level: Elementary
Lesson 4 Pronunciation Part 4
4 tones

We have learnt all the pinyin so far. Now we’re heading for the most tricky part ----- the
tones! As you have heard, there are four tones plus a neutral tone in Chinese, namely ma
ma ma ma and ma. Now let’s view a diagram to see how the tones work.

There are four tones. If you
divide your voice into five
pitches like this diagram :
1st tone is 55

2nd tone is 3---5
ard tone 1s 2-1-4
4th tone is 5---1

You probably notice that the tone markers are just miniatures of the tone lines illustrated
in this diagram !Keeping this in mind makes it easier for you to recognize the tones Let’s
practice with bai.

bai break off things with finger or hands  #F
bai white &
bai hundred 5]
bai worship H

You could use the same pattern to practise on each character to feel the tones. First
single characters, then two character words with different tones. It's not easy to
pronounce the tones in a correct way when they’re combined together. The only way to
improve it is to listen and imitate. To become tone-sensitive, you have to make effort and
it does take a long time. So don’t be frustrated if you can’t do it perfectly yet !
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Neutral tones :

Neutral tones are pronounced lightly and shortly, without obvious tone. But they certainly
possess some pitches when spelt with different tones preceding it. Let’s see the diagrams
again.

I VAN

1st tone 2nd tone 3rd tone 4th tone

The purple dotis the neutral tone . Wyhen it's pronounced with the 15t tone and the
2nd tone, it's lowy, at around the pitch 2. When it's pronounced with the 3rd tone, it
goes up to pitch 5. When it's pronounced with dth tone it's very low, at around the
pitch 1.

mama mom iyl
zhuozi table, desk C
tamen they AT
haizi child %1
érzi son JLF
mingzi name R

haoba ok gl

ni de your PRI
nimen you ( plural form ) R17]
baba dad fon e

xiéxie thank it
kuaizi chopsticks ey

Digging Deeper
To write correct pinyin, here are some additional rules :
1 Always put the tone marker on the major vowel. For instance, in “dud”, since “0” is more

“ " [{Pgl)

stressed than “u” , the tone marker should be put on “o0”.

2 The tone marker is always on the second in “ui “ and “iu “. For instance, “hui “ and “dui”.
3 When writing tone marker on the “”, the little dot is omitted, such as "mi” .

4 A comma is introduced to separate the final and the following syllable beginning with the

vowels “a, 0, e”. Forinstance, “ pi’ a0” ,’x1’an” .
5 Some words with “er” sound could be pronounced together so they become one syllable.

wan er wanr play oL
zhao pian er zhao pianr  photo AL
yi dian er yi dianr alittle bit ~ — %)L
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